
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 

THE JOE GQABI DM

The Stakeholder participation Workshop

24 November 2015



RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

FOR THE JOE GQABI DM

Rowan van Gend
rowan@udec.co,za
082 569 6339
041 374 3980

mailto:rowan@udec.co,za


The Presentation Format

 Background

 Strategic linkages

 Snapshot of Spatial and Economic status

 The Development Framework and strategy

 The Rural development Plans

 Some Rural Development Initiatives and projects



INSTITUTIONAL 

ALIGNMENT 

Rural Development Plan, 1995

Rural Development Strategy, 1997

Integrated Sustainable Rural 

Development Strategy, 2004

Comprehensive Rural Development 

Programme (CRDP), 2009

Rural Development Plan

National 

Development Plan
National Outcomes Approach 

Spatial Planning and Land Use 

Management Act

Regional Spatial Development 

Framework 

National SDF 

Provincial SDF 

Municipal SDF 

Municipal IDP Process 

Municipal Systems Act)

IDP 

Representative 

Forum

IDP 

Technical 

Committee 

CRDP Institutional Structure  

Council of 

Stakeholders

CRDP 

Technical 

Committee 

Inter Governmental Relations / 

Alignment 

Budgeting Process (MFMA)

Implementation 

Monitoring and Review 

PROPOSED ROLL OUT STRATEGY FOR 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS IN 

SOUTH AFRICA



The Strategic Linkages

National Government

o The NDP aims to eradicate poverty, increase employment and

reduce inequality by 2030

o Priority areas, inter alia rural development, land reform and

food security

o MTSF (2014 to 2019)- Outcome 7 -“Vibrant equitable sustainable

rural communities contributing towards food security for all”

o SIP14 Agri- logistics and rural infrastructure

Provincial Government

o PDP proposes, inter alia “a more serious drive to transform and

develop rural areas…”

o PMTSF (2014 to 2019)- Priority 8,3 -“Stimulating rural
development, land reform and food security”



Snapshot of Spatial and Economic status

• Migration from Rural to Urban 
areas and specifically the Metros

• Rural population is decreasing
• Increasing Urban population growth



Total Growth on Previous 
Period

Provincial Growth 
Comparison

Population 352 303 (2013) 0.69% (2012)
2.57% (2008)

Urban 127 567(2011) 24.1% (2001)

Rural 222 202(2011) -7.2% (2001)

Density 13.7 persons/km2 -

Education
No Education

Matric
Higher Education

15.7%
14.4%
6.4%

-

Socio-Economic Quintile
Gini Coefficient

1
74.31 (2013)

-
-

Unemployment Rate
Formal Employment

Informal employment

27.07% (2013)
41 750 (2013)
21 409 (2013)

1.4% (2012)
12.6% (2012)

Snapshot of Spatial and Economic status



Snapshot of Spatial and Economic status - Spatial and 
Settlement Pattern



Snapshot of Spatial and Economic status - Poverty Zones and 
Poorest Wards
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The Development Framework - Climate and rainfall



The Development Framework –
Climate and Rainfall



The Development Framework –
Land Capability Index and Crop Potential



The Development Framework –
Land Capability Index and Commodity Potential



The Development Framework –
Land Capability Index and Livestock Potential



The 1st Draft Rural Development Plan – The approach

Scenario3
”Holistic integrated 
approach’

 SERVICE CENTER - multi commodity centres
 RESOURCE CENTRE – commodity specific resources
 RURAL ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION AREAS – agriculture production areas



Agri-Park Opportunity Slide – Joe Gqabi

Lady Grey
Agri-Hub

Maclear
Agri-Node

Agriculture Crop Potential:      233 139ha
Large Stock Units: 187 725
Sheep Small Stock Units:          694 542
Goat Small Stock Units: 88 820

Aliwal North
Agri-Node

Burgersdorp
Agri-Node

Sterkspruit
Agri-Node



Ref:
Pages 50 - 100

Other Agri-Opportunities – Joe Gqabi

Other Agri-Projects Opportunities

Forestry

• Opportunities for large-scale forestry development throughout the 

Elundini LM, as the region has extremely high potential for large 

developments, with respect to the rest of the province.

• Community owned forestry plantation enterprises

Agricultural production 

expansion

• Develop commercial maize farming initiatives 

• Ostrich production initiatives near Venterstad

• Develop game parks and tourist offerings in the Gariep Municipality, 

west of Burgersdorp

Cooperative and Small-Scale

• Process local wool and mohair production for local and tourism markets.

• Develop commercial, small-scale and cooperative cattle production 

initiatives across the Joe Gqabi DM, excluding the northern half of the 

Gariep LM



Ref:
Pages 50 - 100

Non-Farm Rural Opportunity Slide – Joe Gqabi

Non-Farm Rural Opportunities

Business and Trade Services • Expand rural retail and commercial services in selected rural nodes.

Tourism

• Fly-fishing
• Special events (i.e. Passion Play)
• Sports tourism
• Adventure sports (4X4, mountain biking)
• Ski resort
• Rhodes Airfield
• Transport infrastructure upgrade.

Renewable Energy
• Solar PV opportunities
• Provision of downstream services (security, fencing, maintenance, 

logistics)

Mining
• Bentonite mining and market development.
• Sandstone opportunities
• Coal mining development



The Joe Gqabi DM Rural Development Plan

we thank you, questions ?Wavecrest



The Development Framework –
Mobility and Access



The Development Framework –
Rural Energy and Power



The Development Framework –
Housing (Current)



The Development Framework –
Rural Health Facilities



The Development Framework –
ASIDI School Renovation Program



The Alignment with Provincial Functional Areas



Questions ? …… Thank you for your 

time and input !


